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The board bas also vated a dona- 
tion of one hundred dollars to the Rev. 
Mr. Dencke, to encourage him in the 

rosecution of his work. 

With regard to the Mohawk lan- 
guage, the Managers find that the Gos- 
pel of Mark has been translated by 
the celebrated Indian chief, Brandt ; 
and the Gospel of John by Captain 
Norton, a resident of Upper Canada. 
Should further assistance be required, 
it may be obtained from the Rev. Mr. 
Jenkins, formerly a Missionary among 
the Oneidas ; and perhaps from Corn. 
planter himself, who is represented as 
very favourable to such an under- 
taking. 

In the mean time, the managers 
have ordered an edition of one thou- 
sand copies of Brandt’s translation of 
Mark, and Nortun’s of John, to he 
struck off and distributed among the 
tribes usually denominated the Six 
Nations. 

The managers cherish the expecta- 
tion of receiying the countenance of 
the Christian community in the ardu 
ous attempt of translating the Bible 
into the Indian languages; especially 
as one Society has appropriated its 
surplus funds to he applied, under their 
direction, to this specific object. 

The Board has also ordered to be 
cast a set of stereotype plates for the 
New Testament, in Spanish: which 
will be executed as scon as a suitable 
copy can be procured for the purpose. 

Hitherto the affairs of the Society 
have been carried on, and the several 
species of their property have been 
kept in a small depository, and for 
want of room, in several other places. 
The value of this property amounting, 
besides the funds in the hands of the 
Treasurer, to twenty-four thousand 
dollars; the continual jeopardy of a 
Jarge proportion of it; the advan- 


ced premium of insurance subsequent 
thereon; the time lost in travelling 
from spot to spot, and the labour in- 
curred by this perplexing mode of su- 
perintending different parts of the 
same business; added to the daily in- 
crease of all these evils, induced the 
managers to concentrate their busi- 
ness into a single establishment, either 
under one roof, or in convenient build- 
ings contiguous to each other. ‘They 
would have preferred owning a suita- 
ble edifice, as insuring greater perma- 
nency, and a more perfect control ; 
but the amount of their funds which 
such a purchase must absorb, would 
lave so diminished their means and 
crippled their efforts, that they deem- 
ed it more advisable, in the infant 
state of their affairs, rather to wave 
some advantages, than to incur the 
hazard of disproportionate expendi- 
ture ; and have resolved to Aire fer the 
present. 


It is evident that the business of the 


Society, embracing a multiplicity of 
objects which are every day accumu- 
lating, involves a responsibility and a 
labour which are incompatible with a 
divided and casual! inspection. It is 
not pessible for men occupied with 
their own concerns to detach so much 
of their time as justice to the public 
demands; and the danger was, that 
even the most capable would syecess- 
ively relinquish their charge, or the 
business of the Sociedy run into con- 
fusion.* All things considered, they 
judged it to be of substantial benefit, 
and to subserve the purposes of real 
economy, to appoint an agent for this 
special trust, with a reasonable com- 
pensation ; and they have according- 
ly made such an appointment. 

A serious article of expense arises 
from duties accruing to the United 
States, ou the importation of Bibles in 

* For a more detailed view, the magagers 
refer to an extract trom a representation of 


their committee, appended to this Report, 
See Appendix A. 
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foreign languages, and of paper for the 
purpose of printing Bibles; also on 
the postage of letiers. 

Foreign paper especialy the French, 
is preferred, as being made of better 
materials, and of a more durable tex- 
ture than ‘what is manufactured in this 
country at the same prices ; aud cou!d 
it be procured free of duty, would en- 
able the Society to furnish the Scrip- 
tures ata reduced rate, and thus to 
circulate them in greater abundance, 
as well as bring them more easily with- 
in the reach of the poor. 

In addition to the above will be the 
duties payable on a set of stereotype 
plates for the Bible in the French Jan- 
guage; which, it will be recolleeted 
by the Society, the managers tn their 
first report agreed to receive as part 
of the denation of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, in heu of money. 

Impelled by the above considera- 
tions, and by the desire of turning their 
means to the best possibie account, 
the managers have laid the case be- 
fore Congress, requesting that copies 
of the Holy Scriptures in foreign lan- 
guages, and paper imported by the 
Society for its own use, may be ex- 
empted from impost, and that all let- 
ters to and from its oflicers, upon its 
public business, may be conveyed free 
of postage. They deputed an active 
and intelligent friend, Sumucl Bayard 
Esq., to present the mater to Congress 
during the late session. ‘the Phila- 
delphia Bible Society having at the 
same time presented a petition for the 
exemption of duties on stereotype 
plates and Bibles in foreign languages 
imported by them, both applications 
were referred to a cominitice of that 
honourable body, who agreed to re- 
port favourably on ihe several objects 
therein specified; but judging it best 
io divide them into two classes, and to 
present in the first instance, for the 
consideration of the house, those ex- 
em ptions for which both Societies uni- 
ted in pation ig, that committee re- 
ported, in part, the form of a bill ex- 
empting the American Bible Society, 
and the Philadelphia Bible Seciety 
from payment cf duties on copies of 
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the Sacred Scriptures in foreign lan- 
guages that have been or may be im- 
ported by them, and on stereotype 
plates for printing the Scriptures. No 
final decision has yet taken place ; but 
the managers cherish the hope, that 
in aiding an enterprise of sueh mag- 
nitude as the diffusing, throughout 
even the most indigent districts and 
classes, the principles of knowledge 
and virtue so valuable to a republican 
government, the councils of our coun- 
try will not refuse to add the national 
bounty to the bonnty of individuals, 
and emulate the patronage given by 
other governments to that noblest of 
charities which, without distinction of 
pre-eminence of sect, blesses their 
constituents with the word of life. 

The Managers having become ac- 
quainted with the labours of the Rev. 
Frederick Leo at Paris, in precuring, 
by his extraordinary exertions, the 
printing of two fine stereotype octavo 
editions of the New Testament in 
French, one according to the transla- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Osterwal: 7, and the 
other according to the translation of 
Te Maistre de Sacy from the Vulgate, 
and in circulating them with unwear- 
ied diligence, at the expense of great 
personal toil, judged it proper to 
countenance so pious a work by a do- 
nation of five hundred dollars, which 
they transmitted to Mr. Leo throngh 
their excellent countryman S. V. S. 
Wilder, Esq. They have had the satis- 
faction to receive the most grateful 
acknowledgements of Mr. Leo, and to 
learn from Mr. Wilder, that nothing 
could have been more opportune or 
encouraging.* 

During the past year the Board 
have received from England 700 Gelic, 
200 German, and 500 Welsh Bibles, 
bought of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, for the purpose of sup- 
plying the wants of foreigners in this 
country who speak those languages. 
399 copies of the Gielic Bible have been 
sent to Fayetteville,in North-Carolina, 
agreeably to a request made to that ef- 
fect by the Fayetteville Bible Society. 
One German Bible has been sold.— 

* Appendix B. 
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The remaining copies of that impor- 
tation are still on hand. 

During the same period there have 
been printed for the Society about 
nineteen thousand Bibles, chiefly of 
the brevier type, 12me. making the te- 
tal number printed to be 29,500. 

Of the 1,050 copies OF the French 
Bible in sheets, presenied last yerr to 
the Board by the New. York Bible So- 
ciety, six hundred have been sent to 
the ‘Louisiana Bible Soéiety for gratu- 
wvus circulation among the French 
inhabitants in that region; and six 
copies have been delivered to an indi- 
vidual going to Mobile, for graduitous 
distribution in that place. 

Of the stereotype plates for the French 
Bible, to be seut out by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, only those 
of the Old Testament have been as yet 
received, ‘Phe remainder are expect- 
ed shortly. 

In addition to the Scriptures in the 
French language above mentioned, 
the Board have made, since the last 
anniversary, the following donatious 
of Biblesin English, viz. 

In June 1817, 100 copies of the 
Brevier Bible were sent to the Steubeu 
County Bible Society, and one hun- 
dred to the Essex County Bible Socie- 
ty, for the destitute inhabitants on the 
frontiers of the State of New-¥ ork; in 
July, one bundred to St. Louis, Mis- 
sourt Territory; in September, one 
hundred to the Saratoga Bible Socie- 
ty, and fifty to the Bible Society of 
Adams and its vicinity, in Massachu- 
setts; In November, sixty five to the 
United States’ ship the John Adams, 
for its crew; aud 100 to the Female 
Bible Society of Wiikesbarre, in Penn- 
svivania:; in December, 250 to the 
Marine Bible Society of New-York, 
for the supply of seamen from all 
quarters frequenting the neighbouring 
ports; and in January last, WO copies 
to the African Bible Society: making 
in all 1,521 Bibles gratuitously circu- 
lated -by the Society i in the course of 
the past year. Many more would 
have been distributed in the same 
manner during that period, had not 
the means of printing for the Society 


American Bible Society, 2d Annual Report. 


$5 


been so limited, by the want of sufli- 
cient accommodations, as scarcely to 
enable the Board, besides making the 
above granis of Bibles, to supply the 
increasing calls of Auxiliary and oth- 
er Societies desirous of purchasing 
them. The enlargement of its print 
ing establishment, and the continua- 
tion of the public bounty, will, it is 
hoped, place the managers in a situa- 
tion, during the coming year, to make 
a more ample distribution of the Scrip- 
tures in destitute parts of the land. 

[u consequence of sundry applica- 
tions made tothe Board, by individu 
als and by Bodies other than Bible So- 
cielies, to obtain from it copies of the 
Seriptures for gratuitous circulation, 
the subject was maturely considered 
by the managers, and at their meet- 
ing on the 19ih ef March last the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted. 

“ Rosolved, that in ordinary cases 
“ occurring within the United States, it 
* is inconsistent with the best interests 
“of this Society to distribute the Bible 
“ oraiuitousty, éxcépt through the mee 
“dium of Auxiliary Societies.” 

“'The managers embrace the ep- 
“»ortunity which this notice affords 
“them, of recommending the forma- 
“tion of Auxiliary Societies in all 
“those places where the inhabitants 
“are destitute of the Bible. However 
“small these Auxiliaries may be in 
‘the number of members, and unable 
“to contribute, for the present, to the 
“funds of the American Bible Society, 
‘they may still be the depositories 
‘aud distributors of the Bibles which 
“the Managers may deein proper to 
“afford them gratuitously.” 

The number of Bibles issued from 
the depositery in the course of the past 
year is 17,594; which, added to those 
mentioned in. the year preceding 
(6,410) make the total number issued 
by the Society since its organization 
to be twenty four thousand and four 
Bibles. 

The above have been distributed 
in nearly every state and territory of 
the Union. 

Of the six sets of stereotype plates 
cast for the Society, the correction of 
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only two sets, of the octavo size, has 
been completed. The first set of the 
minion type, dueodecimo, will soon be 
finished; and an edition of 2,000 cop- 
ies of the Bible to be printed thereon 
may be expected out in the course of 
the next month. 

In additiov to the very respectable 
tist of Auxiliaries to the Society, men- 
tioued in the first Annual Report, the 
Board have the satisfaction to state 
that during the past vear seventy ‘hree 
Societies have officially announced 
their accession ; twenty four of which 
existed before the establishment of the Na» 
tional Socicty, and forty-nine were formed 
since. The above, together with those 
mentioned in the last Report, meke the 
total number of Auxiliaries to the Ae 
merican Bible Society, as now known, 
to be one handred and fifty-seven. 

The managers also acknowledge, 
with gratitude, the receipt of $865 47 
from Congregational collections made 
for the benefit of the Society, in an- 
swer to their application. 

By aresolution of the Board of Man- 
agers it was determined, that all the 
Members of the Convention which for- 
med the American Bible Society, 
shoutd be constituted Directors for life ; 
in addition to which, efeven persons 
during. the year have been made Di- 
rectors for life, by contributions of one 
hundred and fifty dollars each ;. and by 
contributions of thirty dollars each, 


either by themselves, their friends or 


congregations, one hundred and seven- 
ty four persons have in the same pe- 
riod been constituted mzméers for life. 

The managers have directed the 
extension of their correspondence to 
all the foreign National Bible Soe 
elles. 

From the Russsin Biste Socrery 
they have received a copy of its Re- 
ports, accompanied with several cop- 
res of Bibles and portions of Scrip 
tare published by that Society in va- 
rious languages of the Russian Em. 
pire, together with Sundry other doc- 
uments. 

From these Reporis and documents 
it appears, that this Society is tread- 
Wg close in the steps of the British 





[June 


and Foreign Bible Society, and bids 
fair to be more extensively useful to 
mankind than any similar institution 
on the Eastern Continent. It is pat- 
ronized by the Emperor with distin- 
guished liberality and by his nobles 
and the dignitaries of the church with 
uncommon union. It has therty-two 
Auxiliaries. in the prominent parts of 
the empire, and has printed, or order- 
ed to be printed, two hundred and 
seveniy thousand Bibles, and two hun- 
dred and eighty-tuo thousand New 
Testaments, in the following langua- 
ges and dialects, viz. the Calmuc, Ar. 
inenian, Finnish, German, Polish, 
French, Sciavonian, Dorpatian-Estho- 
nian, Reva! Esthonian, Lettonian,Per- 
sian, Georgian, Sainogatian, Ancient 
Greek, Modern Greek, Moldavian, and 
Tartar. Considering the extent of 
the empire, and its present political 
influence upen the old world, it is a 
matter of thankfalness and joy to all 
who love the Bible, that the operations 
of this Society are carried on with so 
much zeal and success. 

With the BisLe Socrery oF Tue. 
NeTaHERLANDS their correspondence 
has embraced no public business, and 
extends, as yet, only to expressions of 
kindness and good will. 

The Bririse ANo Forercn Braue 
Society has transmitted a complete 
set of its versions; a detailed view of 
which is hereanto annexed. 

The thirteenth Annual Report con- 
tains an astonishing variety of matter, 
including intelligence from all quar- 
ters of the globe, demonstrating the 
extent to which its beveficial influence 
hasreached ; introducing toour know- 
ledge and notice associations of every 
kindred,. and nation, and tongue, ris- 
ing upto lend their aid in the mighty 
work of subduing, by means of tie 
Bible, the whole world to the obedi- 
ence of Jesus Christ. The managers 
are at a loss to express themselves 
with propriety in regard to this stu- 
penduons Institution. Resistance adds 
new strength to its operatians, and ex- 
penditure new contributions to its 
treasury. It goes on with increasing 
vigour in diffusing its blessings; ana 
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the managers of the AmericAN Bisie 
Society can only subjoin their hearty 
Gop Speeo. A selection fromm its 
printed correspondence they cannot 
refuse themselves nor the Christians 
of the United States the pleasure of 
appending to their present Report. 





ADDRESS OF 
THE HON. ELIAS BOUDINOT, L. L.D. 
President of the Society. 


Brethren and Fellow Christians, ; ey 

With grateful hearts let us hail thisauspicious 
day! A day wholly reg 06 be by me; and 
which a kind providence has been pleased to 
add to a long hfe, to cheer and brighten its set- 
‘ting sun. 

When I look about me, and realize that I 
am surrounded, in this place, by you, beloved 
brethren and fellow-workers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, whose faces T had long despaired of 
ever seeing in the flesh, though [ ardently de- 
sired it, lam filled with unbounded gratitude 
to our Divine Master. It was to be feared, 
that my shattered and feeble frame would not 
have bean able to supportthe keen and we | 
sensations Which ‘this affecting spectacle at- 
fords; and it is through the unspeakable mer- 
ey of the God of my life, that I have been 
brought from the confines of the dead to pre- 
side, even once, in this angust Society, to con- 
cratulate you, beloved friends,—and in a spe- 
cial manner, the excellent and worthy officer 
who has presided in all your councils with 
such indefatigable attention, from the com- 
mencement of the iwstitution to the present 
cay—with such unassuming dignity—with so 
much patience and well-tempered zeal—and 
in amanner altogether so creditable to him- 
self and so useful to'the commen cause—I say 
to congratulate you all on the peculiar honour 
done you, in your being made instruments ‘to 
open the eyes of the blind—to cheer the mel- 
ancholy abodes of ignorance and sin—to en- 
lighten the darkened understanding—and to 
irradiate wiih the beams of the Sun of Right- 
eousness the regions of superstition, the reces- 
ses of Mahometan delusion and heathen idol- 
atry. What Christian can contemplate, with- 
out the most delightful emotions, this union of 
professors of the religion of Jesus of every de- 
nomination, co-operating in sending the glo- 
rious Gospel of the Son of God to every part 
of the habitable globe! Is it nota oe 
providence, that on this blessed principle, (ti 
lately untried by the children of men,) the rich 
and the poor, the male and the female, the 
child and the grayheaded, the master and the 
servant, and indeed every one who is deeply 
affected with the fallen state of mankind, and 
can command a cent a week, are made preuch- 
ers of the Gospel of salvation and eternal life 
to a guilty and sinful world. This js an exact 
compliance with what our Saviour foretold, 
“and this Gospet of the Kingdom shall be 
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preached in all the world, for a witness unto all 
nations ; and then shall the end come.” Matt. 
xxiv. 14. John, the boloved disciple, seems 
to have had a beautiful figure of it in view 
when he represents “the angel flying in the 
midst of Heaven, having the everlasting Gos- 
pel in his hantisto preach unto them who dwell 
on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people.” This indeed, added 
to the translating of the Scriptures into all the 
languages of the civilized earth, is emphatical- 
ly preaching to all the world. This is one of 
those remarkable signs of the times, which un- 
erring authority has assured us should usher in 
the second adveut of the Son of Man, when 


“© We shall come in his own glory and in the 


glory of the Father.” 

The blessed Saviour preached the glad ti- 
dings of salvation wherever he went. Night 
und day was he engaged in this all-important 
work. He delayed nota moment. He made 
use of those means appointed by God. He 
preached salvation to a dying world. His 
language was short and pithy. He saw a 
world perishing in sin. He cried alond: “ Goa 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent 
not his Son into the world io condemn the world, 
but that the world, through him, might be saved. 
He who believeth on him is not condemned ; but 
he who believeth not iscondemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the Name of the on- 
ly begotten Son of God.” The Apostles follow 
ed their Master's great example, and confirmed 
themselves to the Gospel he had communica- 
ted to them. Souls were incaleulably pre- 
cious—no time was to be lost. The Old Tes- 
tament, though equally of divine authority, 
Was not so essentially necessary under the 
pressure of that occasion, tillthe clearer light 
of the Gosp=l had laid the solid foundation of 
knowledge and of hope. It was a considera- 
ble time before'the Gospels were written.— 
The instructions of the ‘Saviour, with the per- 
sonal knowledge and miraculous works ot the 
Apostles, were’the principal means of salvation 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. The 
assurance to them, “thal God had made that 
same Jesus (who had then lately been crucifi- 
ed) both Lord and Christ,’ was the substance 
of their preaching on the day of Pentecost ~ 
The Gospel of Matthew was not written till a- 
bout the year 62; and the ‘other Gospels and 
Epistles were afterwards written at different 
periods and sent to the Churches, with orders 
to have them read in public; but it was some 
years before they were collected into one vol- 
ume; I believe, not before the council of Lao- 
dicea; and even then, a copy was so difficult 
to be obtained, thattew, very few people could 
purchase one. So late as the year 1272 acopy 
of the Bible cost in London £30 sterling, at 


‘the very time that two of the arches of London 


bridge were built for £25. 

But the New Testament, in its present state, 
is a book without a parallel: and to use thre 
words of an intimate friend, “ There is not a 
book in the world which contains such strogg 
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internal evidence, or so many characteristical 
traits of an ingennous undesiening honesty, as 
are to be found in the Evangelical Memoirs. 
They are their own unanswerable prooi: and 
though, blessed be God! Christianity is sup- 
ported by a great inass of external testimo: 1y; 
ret if every particle of that testimony had per- 
ished; ifn ds a single page of the ancient Fa- 
thers had reached us; if all the Christian and 
heathen authors, whose writings confirm in 
any manner the truth and genuineness of the 
Gospel history, had been utterly lost in the 
wreck of time, yet the memoirs of the life and 
doctrines of Christ, as written by the Evan- 
gelists, would have, of themselves, (under the 
influences of the Spirit of God given accor- 
ding to his promise.) afforded a satisfactory 

roof of the truth of revelation. Ii, then, the 
internal evidence be so convincing, and if, 
moreover, that evidence be es it providential- 
ly is) illustrated and strengthened by a copi- 
ous variety of external argument and testimo- 
ny, how shall we escape "if we wilfully neg- 
lect so great salvation? Or when we behold 
so many of our fellow-men, not only specula- 
tive unbelievers in Christianity , but scofle rs at 
its usefulness, active and strenuous opposers to 
its propagation, how can we think of their 
perverseness without dismay, or their biiad- 
ness without a sigh.” 

The Old Testament is of equal authenticity 
and importance: and united they form one 
perfect and divine system of revealed truth 
for promoting the circulation of which we are 
associated, and are desirous this day, under 
the divine superintendance, to se nd to ev ery 
part of this our sinful world, by the the united 
exertions of all the friends of the crucified Je- 
sus. Our object is, the universal happiness of 
mankind—the salvation of the souls of men, 
and, of course, the glory of God. 

Thus, the American Bible Soc ‘ety, anima- 
ted with the most catholic principles of Chris- 
tian charity, offers these records of eternal life 
to bond and free—to heathen and Christian— 
in the earnest hope that they may become 
‘a lamp to their feet and a lig ght to their path.”’ 
Psal. cxix. 105. 

Take courage then, my brethren; be not 
weary in well-doing. You are serving a kind 
and gracious Master who will finally reward 
you with a crown of glory which shall never 
fade an ay. Canyou desire a greater honoyr ? 
Can you ever repay such condesce ending love, 
as thus to be found worthy of entering the 
Gospel vineyard, and though at the eleventh 
hour, showing forth the glory of our Immanu- 
el in his expected approach to this our world ? 
In this world on his first advent, he was treat- 
ed with contempt, scourging, derision, con- 
demnation, and death: in this world he must 
Ag see the travail of his soul and be satisfied. 

Heaven he was always honoured and glori- 
fied by the whole angelic host. John says, 
(Rev. v. 11.) “ And I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and the living 


creatures, and the elders: and ihe number of 


them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousanks, saying with «a loud veice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was sian to receive 


power, and riches, and wis dom; and strength, 
ans at honour, and elor Yy, and blessing. And eve- 
ry crealiure which tsin Heaven, divlon the earth, 

an under the earth, and such as are in the see, 

and all that are tn them, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, he unto him 
wo silteth on the tf hiroue, and unto the Lamb. for 
ever dnd ever. And the four living creatures 
said Amen: and the trent y-four eiders fell 
down and worshipped Him ho liveth jor ever 
and ever. 

In this world, therefore, and from those ve- 
ry creatures who crucified him and despised 
him, must he yet receive honour and zlorv 
and power. But this same Jesus, now axalted 
to his throne of glor y. calls this day upon us to 
engage with him in this contest, and to come 
out against the mizhty 

Are not our hearts on =n at this blessed 
summons? Acain, then, I say, take courage. 
Rejoice in your exalted an: le “takis iz. Let no 
sectarian jealonsies enter or prevail amone 
you. This is Satan’s last and great depend- 
ance—his strong hold—the most dangerous 
arrow in his quiver—his onl iy hope. But - 
you, my brethren, never forget that he who i 
for us, whose cause we e spouse and polite, 
is stronger than he whio is against Ws, anid came 
with the express desi: on of destre ”y ing his king- 
dom and his power. 

May the best of Heaven’s blessings be ever 
upon vou, rousing yon to the ardent desire of 
the Anos tles. When so nt on the: like errand, 
they thus encourazed each other, “ 4s we har: 
opportunity, let us do good unto all mei, espe- 
cially to those who are of the hausehoid of yaar. 
Ww hat is it, my brethren, that you have in view 

in all these might y exertio yns? Isit not the ote 
ry of God? Isit not to pour the oil of joy and 
consolation into the wounded spirit of the re- 
pentant sinner, bowed down with affliction 
and distress—to lead him, weary and heavy 
laden, to the compassionate Physician who 
alone can give him rest? Is it not to send the 
bread and water of life to the w andering prod- 
igal, who |} has been taking up with the husks 
and the swine in a dry and parched land where 
no water is? Remember we are united in one 
body—we have but one cause—one object in 
view—one Master to serve—one end to ac- 
complish—the salvation of our brethren of the 
human race, since we are assured that Chris! 
tasted death for every man. Web. ii. ¢. 

Again I repeat it, with inexpre ssible pieas- 
ure, rejoice in your prese ent glorious privileg ‘ 
The numbers of those who shall, in ie greet 
day of account, attribute their first know ledge 
ofredeeming love to your perseverance and 
zeal in sending the gospel, against all opposi- 
tion and rebuke, through good report and evil 
report, throughout the world, will be an un- 
speakable recompense to you inthe presence 
ofan assembled universe ; andeven at the pres- 
ent moment, the contemplation of so ineffable 
and heart-c onsoling a prospect of reward, forai! 
that you can now do or suffer, by yielding to 
each other and bearing each others* burthens, 
and at all events, sweetly agreeing to differ, 
must make you joyful even in tribulation. 

May the love of Christ constrain you to con- 
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tinue in an indissoluble bond of friendship and 
peace. Let ali discordant principles be ban- 
ished far from your councils and deliberations, 
that you may accomplish the one end and 4 
of your calling, even a speedy preparation for 
the scond coming of our Divine Redeemer. 
Persevere unto the end, and you shall most 
assuredly receive the blessed plaudit of « well 
done good and faithful servants, enter ye into 
the joy of your Lord.” 

My brethren, however little I have said te 
any valuable purpose on this occasion, J hope 
you will not forget my great age, my leng con- 
finement, and extreme weakness both of mind 
and body. My earnest desire has been, in the 
discharge of this labour of love, to manifest 
my respectful attention to, and sincere regard 
for you all. In doing this, I have risqued 
much. But should it be my last effort, I will 
rejoice to conclude along life with the words 
and in the spirit of good old Simeon, on the 
Saviour’s first coming in the flesh, “ Lord nex 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ; for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of ail people ; a light to 
lighten the Gentiles aad the glory of thy peopie 
fsrael.” 

Finally, brethren, farewell. May you con- 
tinue united as one man, by the spirit of our 
God. Maythe broad hand of the Almighty 
continue to cover you, and direct you in ail 
vour councils, and make you gloriousiy trium- 
phant in destroying all the wiles and schemes 
of the wicked one for deluding the souls of 
men; and may you be most successiul in the 
re-establishinent of the kingdom of righteouts- 
vess aud peace threugh the world.—Amen 





A NARRATIVE 


Of the State of Religion within the 
bounds of the General Assembly of 
the Presiyterian Ch:rch; and of the 
General Associations of Connecticut, 
New Hamphire, Massachusetts Pro- 
per, end of the General Convention of 
Vermont, during the last year. 

Concluded from p. 25, 


1. The missionary field which we 
eccupy is almost as extensive as the 
boundaries of our country, 

For many years past the reports of 
the missionaries who have laboured 
under the direction of the Genera! As- 
sembly have been highly gratifying 
and encouraging. But in no year 
hitherte have these reports been so ane 
imating to the friends of the Redeem- 
er, as the present. Not ouly have 
many new congregations and church- 
es been formed by the labours of our 
tnissionaries; not only have those 
who on the frontier and in the desti- 


tute parts of our country mourned 
their silent Sabbaths and their dearth 
of spiritual refrestiment, been cheered 
by the evangelical messages they have 
heard; but in several instanees re- 
vivals of religion of the most im. 
portaut kind and interesting cha- 
racter, have followed the faithful 
preaching, and been fostered by the 
pious zeal of our missionaries. ‘The 
demand for their labours is mest ur- 
gent and importunate, particularly in 
the western and northern parts of the 
state of New-York aud throughout the 
transatlantic states. 

2. During the past year God has 
been pteased to add largely, not on- 
ly to the number of our churches, 
but also to that of eur members. In 
many of the Presbyteries new congre- 
gations have been formed. And in 
these churches who have not been 
blessed with special revivals, the ac- 
cessions to the coimmunion in most 
have been numerous, and in many, 
more than usual. _God has not for- 
gotien to be gracious to them, but has 
accompanied his word and ordinaw - 
ces with power to the salvation’ of 
sinners. 

Throughout our churches also a 
spirit of harmony and brotherly love 
prevails, which we trust will be cher- 
ished in all timeto come. The exist- 
ence of such a spirit, where itis not 
connected with the dereliction of prin- 
ciple, is a decisive evidence of increase 
in the divine fife. By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples,” 
said Cirist, “if ye have love one to 
another.” We are constrained to 
add, that a very large proportion of 
Sunday School teachers in different 
places, especially in Philadelphia and 
New- York, have had their work bles- 
sed to their conversion. 

3. We rejoice as one of the fruits 
of Religious Institutions amongst us, in 
the growing disposition on the part of 
professors to give liberally of their 
worldly substance for the promotion 
of the Redeemer’s cause. We are 
persuaded that where religion is ex- 
perienced in its power, there wealth 
will always be considered as granted 
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with the express provision tlrat a por- 
tion must be devoted to the Lord. 
They who do not act according to 
this provision, clearly prove that they 
Jove their money more than their God 
and Saviour. 

4. Public morals are decidedly bet- 
ter than they were sometime back 
throughout the church-—but particu- 
larly in the Presbyteries of Niagara, 
Onondaga, Bath, Albany, Long-Isl- 
and, Lexington, Transylvania, and 
the cities of Philadelphia and New- 
York. In these the improvement has 
been specially observed—though in 
other Presbyteries and places it is 
progressing. We feel constrained 
here to mention, and we do it with 
pleasure, that in those states where 
slavery unhappily prevails, the ne- 
groes are treated with more attention 
than heretofore, and increasing exer- 
tions ave made to promote their com- 
fort and correct their vices which are 
the natural result of their state of bou- 
dage. 

5. God has been pleased to grant 
unto several of our congregations a 
time of refreshing from his presence. 
The Assembly feel considerable difii- 


culty in selecting from the number of 


revivals which have occurred, those 
especially deserving notice ; for they 
are not furnished with statistical in- 
formation asit respects the population 
of the different places. Whilst they 
‘desire to mark with peculiar atteution 
all the gracious dealings of God to- 
wards our fallen race, they feel it to 
ke their duty to discriminate be- 
tween those which partake of an 
ordinary character and those which 
are more than ordinary. Inatten- 
tion to this rule, they are persua- 
ded, is calculated to reduce all 
God’s gracious dealings to a level 
which must have a corresponding ef- 
fect upon the thanks and praises of 
his people. The Presbyteries which 


have been blessed with revivals are, 
Cayuga, Champlain, Columbia, Jer- 
sey, West Lexington, and Concord. 
Of these the most extensive have oc- 
curred in the first, where, out of twen- 
ty-six Congregations, seventeen have 
been visited with the outpouring of the 
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spirit, and nearly 690 added to the 
Church onconfession. Ofthese seven- 
teen, the trophies of divine grace have 
been most numerous iu the Congrega- 
tions of Ithaca, Lansing, Aurelius, but 
chiefly Auburn. 

In the Presbytery of Jersey, the con- 
gregations of Bloomficid, Counecticut 
Farms, Newark, Elizabethtown, Or- 
ange and Patterson are gathering in 
the fruits of the revival of last year. 
The congregation of Rockaway and 
the second charch in Weodbridge, of 
this Presbytery ; the congregations of 
De Kalb, Malone and Russel, in the 
Presbytery of Champlain; Mount 
Pieasant, Stoner-Mouth, Paris, Con- 
cord, Hemingsburg and Smyrna, in 
the Presbytery of West Lexington ; 
Bullock’s Creek, Salem, Beersheba, 
Bethesda, Bethel-Olney, in the Presby- 
tery of Concord; Pittstown and Bol- 
ton in the Bresbytery of Columbia, 
have been favoured with special revi- 
vals. The character of these revivals 
has been such as to prove them divine. 
The subjects have conducted thein- 
seives with that propriety and deco- 
rum which always characterize the 
work of God: and after obtaining a 
good hope of acceptance have walked 
in the ways of the Lord blameless. 

The General Assembly feel thank- 
ful that they can, without being char- 
ged with enthusiasm say, the interests 
of the Redeemer’s Kingdom have ad- 
vanced throughout their bounds. It 
is true the number of revivals is not 
So great as in some former years—but 
the fruits of these revivals remain in 
their beauty and usefu!ness to gladden 
our hearts. They who have been 
called into the Church from the world, 
adorn the dectrine of God our Saviour. 
This we consider as a subject of con- 
gratulation and praise; for it is an 
indubitable truth that on the consistent 
deportment of professors of religion 
under the divine blessing depends the 
successful recommendation of its 
claims to the world. “ Let your light,” 
such is Christ’s command, “ so shine 
before men, that they seeing your 
good works may glorify your Father 
whois heaven.” We thereforeéxhort 
you brethrep, partakers of the heaven- 
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ly calling, that you walk worthy of 
your high vocation. Whilst you ear- 
nestly and perseveringly seek for the 
salvation of sinners, do not neglect 
your own growth in grace and the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. The 
age in which we live is correctly de: 
nominated the age of action. So nu- 
merous are the associations for pro- 
moting the cause of truth and so as- 
siduous are the exertions of its fiends 
to ensure success, that more than or 
dinary diligence ts necessary to take 
heed to ourselves. There is a spien- 
dour which this universal and increas- 
ing action in the Chuich, reflects up- 
on individual character, that may so 
far dazzle the spiritual perception, and 
taint the spiritual taste, as to give the 
adversary,a real advantage over those 
very persons who are attacking his 
kingdom, and circumscribing his pow- 
er. Be much engaged in your closets, 
examining the state of your own hearts, 
and the nature of your motives. Do 
still more for God in the world than 
you ever have done; but connect with 
this, an increasing attention to your 
personal sanctification. Forget not 
that it is indispensably requisite for 
you to cultivate purity of iniellect, as 
well as purity of affection. No atten- 
tion to the latter will, or can compen- 
sa‘e for neglect of the former. Such 
neglect, has in too many instances al- 
ready in different parts caused a con- 
formity of conduct to the maxims of 
the world It is not sufficient for the 
professed believer to keep within tlie 
established rules of conducting social 
business, or the statute laws of the 
land ;-he must in spirit and in deport- 
ment, “‘do unto others as he would 
wish to be done by himself, under 
similar circumstances. His morality 
must be Christian morality, the legiti- 
mate fruit of his actual union with 
Him who is holy, barmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made high- 
erthan the Heavens. Remember that 
the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink but righteousness, peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost: for he that in 
> things serveth Christ is accepta- 
bile to God, and approved of men. 


In the bounds of the General Asso- 
ciations of Connecticut, Massachu- 
setis, and New Hampshire, and the 
General Convention of Vermont, no- 
thing has occurred of speviai impor- 
tance since the last report. ‘The 
Churches are reaping the fruits of past 
revivals; the cause of Religion is ad- 
vancing; error and vice are losing 
ground. The Theological Seminary 
in Andover, bas eighty students, pre- 
paring for the work of the Ministry.— 
The various Institutions which have 
been established in past years for the 
promotion of Religion are prespering. 
We rejoice in the progress of truth a- 
mong our Congregational Brethren, 
and pray that God may continue to 
bless them. 

In the conclusion the Assembly a- 
dopt the language of the Psalmist, 
“ Blessed be the Lord God, the God 
of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things. And blessed be his glorious 
name for ever: and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory.” Amen, 
and Amen. 


Published by order of the Gene-: 


ral Assembly. 
Attest, WitttAm Nati, Stated Clerk. 
Phi’adelphia, May, 1818. 





EMBASSY TO THE JEWS. 
Continued from p,. 29 
LETTER FROM THE REV. R. COX. 


The following is an Extract of a letter 
lately received by a friend at Leeds, 
from the Rev. B. Cox. 


The state of the Jews on the Conti- 
nent affords an encouraging prospect, 
and one which ought to stimulate us 
in our efforts to promote their con- 
version. After making full allowance 
for several instances of ignorance, 
bigotry, scepticism, and worldly-mind- 
edness, it may still be added that, a 
spirit of enquiry on divine subjects 

rvades, not merely several individ- 
uals and families, but even whole syn- 
agogues; I refer to what are called 
the reformed Jews. At Berlin they 
have a synagogue handsomely fitted 
up, and numerously attended, in which 
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the disgusting yells of three clerks are 
exchanged for the solemn singing of 
the whole congregation; an annual 
discourse for a weekly sermon; a 
proverbial indecency of deportment, 

for the decorum of a Protestant con- 
gregation ; and a heterogeneous jum- 
ble of prayezs in an unknown lan- 
guage, for a careful selection of them, 
translated into their vernacular tongue. 
it is encouraging to behold so large a 
body of the most enlightened and res- 
pectable Jews, acknowledging the ne- 

cessity of a radical change among 
them: rejecting the Talmud asa sys- 
tem of blasphemy and absurdity, and 
confessing, that in their own houses 
they occasionally read and approve 
partsolthe New Testament. Not afew 
profess their belief in Christ as a true 
prophet, though they inconsistently de- 
cline bailing him as the promised Mes- 
siah. At Hamburgh the most respec- 
table Jews are arranging plans for a 
new synagogue, and have engaged an 
enlightened teacher, who instructs the 
children in the Old Testament in a 
most impressive and spiritual manner ; 
most of our Hebrew Tracts and T'es- 
taments have been thankfully recciv- 
ed. Many Jews have themselves ap- 
plied for them. A Jewish Burgher, 
at Posen, said to us, “ The Lord be 
with you ;” and added, “ The major- 
ity of the Jews are evidently wrong ; 
the reformed party attempta reform- 
ation by means which cannot accom- 

lish it; and the Christian religion is, 

t verily believe, the only thing that 
can produce among us that moral 
change we all stand so much in need 

of.” The observation of another Jew is 
equally striking : “ Why,” said he, “do 
you not impress upon Christians, that 
pure and divine as their religion is, it 
cannot lead them to felicity, unless it 
influence their hearts and lives. Jam 
persuaded thata great part cf the Jews 
would have embraced the Christian 

religion, if Christians had manifested 

tewards them that brotherly love, and 
exemplary conduct, which the pure 
and exalted principles of Christ incul- 
cate. 









[June 


LETTER FROM SAXONY. 
. 


The following is an extract from an inter- 
esting letter lately received by the Com- 
mittee of the London Society. from ave- 
ry respectable reformed Minister in Sax- 
ony. We do not for prudential reasons 
insertnames. We need not add ‘heCom- 
mittee have gladly complied with the re- 
guest contained in it. 


Fe'wuary 14, 1818. 
Honored Gentlemen, 

For many years ago the sweet 
thought has filled my mind to contri- 
bute something to the conversion to 
Christianity, by suitable means, of the 
ignorant, supersiitious, and immoral 
Jewish nation. ‘Vhough | found, that 
in Berlin, Dresden and Dessau, and 
other German towns, much was pre- 
pared and done for the intellectual 
improvement of this nation, by learn- 
ed and worthy men of their own, yet I 
very soon observed, that all these at- 
tempts did not stand in any connexion 
with Christian faith, and that these 
men, as easily may be cenceived, 
though endeavoring to promote reas- 
onableness and morality among thei 
nation, do not at all mean to remove 
them from the belief ofiheir fathers. 
This prevented me from entering inte 
any connexion with friends in difier- 
ent towns, and persuaded me rather 
to work alone in my immediaie neigh: 
bourhood for the cause of Christiani: y 
among this people. ‘The place of my 
residence seemed to give me the best 
opportunity for it, as there—a partic- 
u‘arity no where else to be found—is 
no schoel among the numerous and 
rich Jewish population; but all the 
children of the Jews from their early 
vears, attend our Christian schools 
and other places of instruction. Here 
therefore I ventured with pradence 
and caution to take some steps, and 
have since eighteen months been so 
happy not through any constrsint ov 
persuasion, but merely througli lively 
conviction, to bring over to Christian- 
ity two young persons, both oi them 
now being gone to , the one asa 
physician, the other as a lawyer. Be- 
fore them a Jewish merchant of this 
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town was baptised, and married a 
Christian woman. Jn this manner a 
way is opened, and J see a pleasing 
and smiling futurity before me. Be- 
des it is very remarkable, that I of. 
teu have Jewish women among my 
heurers, and that during the last cele- 
bration of the feast of the reformation, 
Jewish children had decorated them- 
selves with medals, shewing the .bust 
of the German reformer. But one 
thing needful is still wanting, and that 
is to insi@l into the minds of the chil- 
dren and of the aged a relish for the 
doctrine and life of Jesus, and to give 
them opportunity to read the Gospel 
of our Lord in the Hebrew language. 
This want is general in Germany. 
Our great personages talk much of the 
jews; but they do nothing for them. 
With the most heartfelt pleasure I 
thereiore lately learned from a Ger- 
man jourual the existence of a British 
Society in London for the conversion 
of the Jews, and that this Society al- 
ready had, for the better attainment of 
its charitable ends, underiaken a 
transiation of the Gospels into He- 
brew. lam indeed ignorant, whether 
the labours of the honored Society are 
limited to England aioue or extended 
to the whole continent. However I 
am so bold, in the confidence of Brit- 
ish magnaniinity, praised through the 
whole world, and as my individual a- 
bilities are very small, humbly to so- 
licit a powerful assistance in the work 
Ihave begun, provided your statutes 
will allow it. As my circumstances 
will not admit sacrifices of my own, 
and [ however feel inclined to work 
among this nation to the glory of 
Christianity, I request the honorabie 
Society to transinit, if possible without 
expence, for the present, only a small 
collection of the Hebrew Gospels, that 
I may through them operate upon the 
Jews in this place. I promise to my- 
selfa rich harvest, and shall not omit 
noticing in due time the consequences 
of my exertions and of British charity. 
With the most candid respect and love 
I remain, of the honourable British So- 
ciety for the conversion of the Jews, 





the most humble Serv’t. ; 


Extract af a letier from Mrs. Richards at Ceylon. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Through the kindness of the Rev. Mr. 
Fisher, of Stamford, we are again permitied 
to make a few extracts from the private let- 
ters of our dear missionaries in India. The 
letter of Mrs. Richards, from which we 
make the following extracts, forms a kind 
of domestic diary, trom July 2d to August 
26th. We pass over many little incidents 
that discover a heart aliye to all the finer 
feelings, and which are peculiarly inter- 
esting to her friends. How great must 
be the faith, how strong the love, of those 
who can thus forsake ‘all and spend their 
days among the beathen. ‘They are enti- 
tled to our prayers. ‘That God who can 
bring the jeys of heaven to the dying mar- 
tyr so sensibly, that he is unconscious of 
the fiame that consumes him, can alone 
make up all their losses in this lite, and 
give them a martyr’s crown of glory in the 
life to come. 


Ceylon, Jaffna District, July 2, 1817. 

My dear Brother and Sister—You 
can hardiy imagine what exquisite 
pleasure your two kind letters have at- 
forded us; one we received Feb. 7th, 
dated May 27th, 1816, the other dated 
November 29h, We received last 
week. The former, you will per- 
ceive, Was some time iu reaching us; 
but we had a feast when it come. O 
what has God wrought amongst you ! 
Our bearts overflow with joy and grat- 
itude when we hear what wonders he 
is performing in our dear native land. 
You have been highly faveured at 
Stamford, and I trust the Lord has 
still many precious souls in 8. whom 
he will convert to himself through 
your instrumentality. I thank you 
for mentioning the names of those of 
my acquaintance, who were hopeful 
subjects of the good work, especial] 
those of my dear pupils. Tell them 
from me, that he that putteth his hand 
to the plough and looketh back, is not 
fit for the kingdom of heaven. The 
Lord grant that they be eminent 
witnesses for him in this ensnaring 
world. I wish to say much.to them, 
but cannot: tell them that I lone 
them and pray for them ; and tell them 
also that my heart would rejoice ex- 
ceedingly ceuld I but enjoy the op- 
portunity of instructing the wretched 
females of this place, that I once had 
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of instructing them. Dear sister Meigs 
and myself are endeavouring to do 
what we can amongst them; but the 
‘prejudices of the people are so very 
strong against females being taught, 
that had we nota God to go to, we 
should be quite discouraged. Only 
one little girl comes here to be in- 
structed, and she is the only female 
who attends our worship on ttre Sab- 
bath, excepting our two female serv- 
ants (one of which is a little girl that 
I have taken to bring up); but these 
prejudices must and will be overcome, 
though perhaps not in ourday. Will 
not your female praying societies re- 
member them in their social meet- 
ings? O, they are perishing, but they 
know it not! 1 long to be the instru- 
ment of rescuing their precious souls 
from the jaws of “the adversary. Pray 
for us that we may be faithful, and 
that the Lord would be pleased to 
bless our feeble exertions. 

lam sorry that you wrote no more 
about your dear little ones—I want to 
know how much book learning they 
have acquired, &c. &c. Thope you 
will not vermit them to forget their 
aunt Sarah; Wm. and S$. [ think will 
not. Could { only see them and tell 
them what 2 wretched state the poor 
children are in among whom I dwell, 
I am sure that their little tender 
hearts would melt with sympathy. 
Tell them that these children have no 
clothes to wear—they go entirely na- 
ked—they live upon a little rice or 
palmyra fruit—sleep upon the ground 
—have no books to read, and the girls 
are not taught to read—and uot all of 
the boys. ‘The former keep the sheep, 
goats, and cattle, which you will ne- 
ver see alone—and tell them that what 
is worst of all, they are taught to fear 
no God but those that are made by 
men’s hands. They are early in- 
structed in lying, cheating and stea!- 
ing, and every vice which has been iu- 
vented by depraved man. 

If you find it difficult to write fre- 
quently, do request some other of my 
good friends in your neighbourhood 
tosend mea letter. Letters from any 
of my former pupils would be worth 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Richards at Ceylon. 
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far more to me than their weight in 
gold, and I should answer them with 
the utmost pleasure. It is trae that 
our time and thoughts are much occupi- 
ed with the important concerns of the 
mission ; but we think very much of 
our beloved friends at home; and 
though we have no expectation of 
meeting them again in this world, and 
no wish to return to them, however 
much we love them, yet we often feel 
an anxious wish to know where they 
ave and what are their circumstances, 
When we receive leiters from Ameri- 
ca, we are offen so much over- 
come with joy, that our neighbours 
and servants stand and gaze ai us with 
astonishment, and sometimes modest- 
ly enquire shy we cry so when we have 
letters from our country. 

Since I came to Batticotta, my 
health lias gained capidly, especially 
for two months past; and I am now 
nearly as well as when [ left home. I 
am now attending to our domestic af- 
fairs, and usually walk about a mile 
in the evening for exercise. As soon 
as f finish this letter, I am going to 
Jaffnapatam for a visit. I shall go 
alone, because my dear Mr. R. cannot 
accompany ine on account of bis eyes; 
and [imust be carried in a palar nkeen 
because our horse is not gentle enough 
for me to ride afier. ‘This would not 
be an unpleasant mode of travelling, 
were it not for the idea of being car- 
ried by men; but it is not hard work 
for them, and they are well paid for it. 
J must have 6 to carry me to J. this 
evening. Mr. KR. has learnt so much 
Tamaul by the ear as to be able to talk 
ita little. I also can enquire after the 
liealth of the people and taik a little 
without an interpreter. Both read 
and writeita litle. Ihave been very 
happy in assisting Mr. R. in the in- 
struction of a few Malabar youths, who 
come here to be taught in the English; 
but I long to havea school of females; 
they are a poor degraded set of beings, 
greatly oppressed by their tvrannical 
husbands. ‘The most of them are 
kept confined at home; and when I go 
to see them, their husbands will not al- 
low them to appear. ‘There are 13 
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lindo temples in this parish; 3 in 
sight of our door. O it would make 
your hearts bleed to witness their idol- 
atrous worship! If Christians in A- 
merica only had an adequate idea of 
the deplorable condition of the hea- 
then, they would double their exer- 
tions to propagate the gospel; yea, 
they would add thereto an hundred 
fold. When I attempt tocontrast the 
situation of this people with that of 
those who sit beneath the gospel’s glo- 
rious rays, I am lost in the contempla- 
tion. O, they are wretched beyond 
expression in this life, and with regard 
to futurity, clouds and thick darkness 
rest upon them. ‘They hope to be 
happy hereafter; but in what their 
happiness is to consis?, they do not pre- 
tend to knew. We uswaily have be- 
tween 20 and 30 heathens at our morn- 
ing famuly worship, when our interpre- 
ter is here, (aud he is seldom absent.) 
We hope to have schools established 
shortly. My dear Mr. R. is sometimes 
quite depressed in view of his own 
prospects with regard to usefulness ; 
but hopes to do something notwith- 
standing his health is feeble and his 
eyes weak and at times inflamed. 
August 26. As the brethren were 

preparing their quarterly commiuyica- 
tions for the Board, I thought best to 
keep my letter for a few days, and 
send it with theirs; but as many ¢ir- 
cumstances have occurred to delay the 
public letter, I shall wait ne lenger. 
We as a company have been highly fa- 
,oured with regard to health, antil 
two weeks ago, when brother Warren 
was atiacked with bleeding at the 
lungs; the quantity of blood discharg- 
ed was very small, but the efect upon 
bis svsiem was very great. He has 
not been able to speak Joud since, and 
sits up Lut little. We have little 
Lopes of his recovery. asit seems most 
probable that a pulmonary consump- 
tion wil! soon setin. Wefeelthat we 
cannot spare him; but perhaps God 
is about to teach us that he ean carry 
on his work among this people with- 
outourco-operation. Brother W. has 
been a very useful member of the 
Jaffna mission. and we dovbt not but 


what he: has already performed here 
will be of lasting benefit to the cause; 
but we short-sigted mortals cannot see 
why God should deal.thus with us. 
Our unbelieving hearts would tempt 
us to discouragement; but this Provi- 
dence ought to excite us to redoubled 
diligence and activity in our work. 
At the very time when we were look- 
‘ug for more help frour home, and of 
course laying plans for extending our 
sphere of action, the Lord has been 
pleased to disable one of our number 
already here, from attending to his 
work, and my dear Mr. R. is quite 
feeble. 

_ We are acquiring the language a 
little faster of late. I can read m the 
Tamul Testament with considerable 
ease, and cau write it better than 
I can English. Poor Mr. R. will 
probably neveg be able to read or 
write it: but he takes nruch pains in 
learning to talk it; and he has now be- 
come so familiar with the pronuncia- 
tion, that he speaks very correctly, 
(our interpreter being judge. ) 

Sarau B. Ricwarps. 





NEW-YORK MARINE BIBLE SOCTETY-.’ 


“Extracts from the Second Annual 
Repert. 


« A short time sinct a Seaman called on one 
of the Managers and proposed giving a dollar 
to the Marine Bisie Society. He said, that 
he was at the meeting when it was organized, 
but was not able to become a member. His 
mind appeared much exercised on the subject 
of refigion. ‘The Bible had taught him that he 
was a sinner—had taught him to ery, “ Lord, 
save me or I perish!’ After the Bible was put 
on board the vessel in which he sailed, his 
companions, he observed, instead of assem- 
bling together to gamble and drink, as they 
formerly had done, would surround any one 
who was disposed to read the Bible, and listen 
to the instructions of heavenly wisdom. 

“« Bibles were put on board one of our steam- 
boats for the 1-e of the passengers, crew, and 
servants. Sometime after, the captain, ex- 
pressing his obligations to the manager who 
had furnished him with the Bibles, remarked, 
that they had produced a very happy effect; 
that he often found one of the men reading the 
Bible, while the o¥fsers surrounded him and 
listened with great attention; that in conse- 
quence, they had become more sober, indus- 
trious and faithful. 

“ A ship from this port received at Canton a 
Bible from another ship belonging to this coun- 
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try. The crew, consisting of about thirty, be- 
gan to read it, and soon became dissatisfied 
with their former mode of spending their lei- 
sure hours. They destroyed a pack of cards 
which was on board; and during their voyage 
home frequently assembled to read the Bible. 
Not satisfied with one Bible, they resolved, 
that. should they arrive in New-York, they 
would have Bibles of their own. 

*¢ We cannot here deny ourselves the pleas- 
ure of mentioning a single insiance of deep 
interest in the Society, and of unsolicited lib- 
erality for its support, in the crew of the Uni- 
ted States’ sloop of war, Hornet, which has 
recently sailed from this port. The Chaplain 
at the Navy-Yard, after circulating among 
them seme copies of the Constitution and Ad- 
dresses, and of the first report of the Society, 
and exhibiting to them the importance of pos- 
sessing the Holy Scriptures, received the fol- 
lowing address, which he inclosed to the Cor 
responding Secretary in a letter, in which he 
remarks: “ Judge for yourself, (for I have not 
language to express) what must have been the 
state of my feelings, when the enclosed paper 
was put into my hands to-day. I have ascer- 
tained that it was written, without any assis- 
tance, by a common seamen:” 

“To the Rev. Joun [Revann. 

“We the subscribers, fully impressed with 
the importance of the truths promulgated by 
vou, kind sir, to the crew of the Hornet this 
day, are desirous of uniting with our Christian 
brethren in the dispersion of the gospel of that 
JESUS, to whom we all look es our common 
Saviour; and for that purpose (with our grate- 
fulthanks to you for your kind attention) do 
agree to allow out of our monthly pay the 
inites affixed to our respectives names, to the 
Braise Marine Socrery, in support of so gen- 
erous, so worthy, aud so charitable an institu- 
tion.” 

New- York, Feb. 1, 1818. 


‘«¢ This was signed by fifty of the crew. The 
sums affixed to their names were from six 
cents to one dollars a month; the whole a- 
mounting, during the two years for which they 
subscribed, to about TWO HUNDRED DOLLARs. 
This being communicated to the Board, they 
immediately passed a resolution expressive of 
their high approbation of this truly generous 
and praiseworthy conduct; and as a testimo- 
ny of their regard, presented to each of the 
mena Bible. The Purser of the Hornet a- 
greving to deduct from their wages the sums 
subscribed, they received their certificates of 
membership. When the resolution was com- 
municated, several of the crew became mem- 


bers for life.” 





THE MARINERS’ CHURCH. 


A very respectable meeting has been 
holden in the city of New-York, and some 
important measures adopted, for the pur- 
pose of raising funds for the erection of a 
house of public worship for the exclusive 
benefit of seamen who may visit that port. 


Anecdotes of Pious Seamen. 











[June 


A very able and feeling address to the be. 
nevoleat, is in circulation, and SubDScrip- 
tiovs have been taken up. A similar plan 
has been adopted in London, in which the 
benevolent of alf denominacions have «ni- 
ted. A vessel of about 400 cous has been 
purchased an@ fitted up, which is capauie 
of accommodating from 7 to 800 hearers. ~ 
Phere is something novel aad interesting 
in this new saveniion of a floating meetias 
House, iu which the Gospel will be preach- 
ed to this worthy, but hitherto negiected 
class Of men, Oa their ownelemeni. It e- 
Vinces, however, that the spirit of Chris- 
tian benevolence which has gone forch, 
will “ encompass sea and land, **and be- 
come all things toall men,” uatil the kuow- 
ledge of the Lord sball cover ihe whole 
earth. Atthe meeting in London, when 
these measures were atoptedl, a minister 
who was present, relaied the followiug 
Aneciloies 
The first related to the solicitude for 
the safety of human lives which a sense 
of religion, upon the minds of sailors, 
would promofe.—Sailing from the isl- 
and of Jersey in a heavy sea, the 
minisier remarked a conversation be- 
tween the man at the helm and the 
Sailors, whether they should be able to 
clear the poiui of the Carbeer rocks, 
without making another tack; when 
the captain gave orders that they 
should put off, in order that they might 
runnerisk. ‘The minister addressing 
the captain, said, “I am happy to 
find that we have so Gareful a com- 
mander. The captain replied, “ It is 
necessary I should be very careful, be- 
cause I have souls on board. I think 
of my great responsibility; and that 
shouid any thing happen through my 
carelessness, thatI should have a great 
deal to auswer for; but should an ac- 
cident occur af er I have taken all the 
care | can, then I shall not be account- 
able.” He added, “I wish never to 
forget, Sw that souls are very valua- 
ble.” The nainister turning to some 
of his congregation who were upon 
deck with him, said, “ The captain 
has preached me a powerful sermon ; 
I hope I shall never forget, whea I am 
addressing my fellow-creatures on the 
concerns of eternity, that I have souls 
ou board.” 
The next anecdote was to illustrate 


the advantage of suiling with pious sai- 
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lors, from the confidence it would in- 
spire in the minds of passengers in the 
time of danger.—A captain in the 
west of England distinguished for his 
decided piety, and for the decorum of 
his ship’s company; had several pas- 
sengers on board, among whom was a 
captain in his Majesty’s Navy, and 
his family. A storm coming on, the 
lady was exceedingly alarmed, when 
her husband endeavonred to calm her 
mind by the following address: “ You 
need not be afraid, fer Captain 
has been to prayer. and the mate is 
sone to prayer; and I understand that 
so soon as the sailors can be spared, 
they are all going to prayer; so that 
there is no danger of our being lost ” 

{t was undersiood that this was said 
seriously, from a persuasion that God 
would hear and answer the prayer of 
his servants. It might be certainly 
expected, that should religious in- 
struction be conveyed to the minds 
of this class of the community, that 
masxy human lives will be saved; as 
there can be no doubt but many acci- 
dents arise from the trreligious spirit 
and eonduct of profane and inebria- 
ied sailors. 








PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY AND ADULT 
SCHOOL UNION, 


Extracts from the First Report, read at 
theiy Annual Meeting, May 26, 15138. 


One of the eminent blessings of the 
Gospel is, that it produces the most 
desirable union amongst men. [tis 
to be the fruit of the Redeemer’s suf- 
ferings, that he shall gather together 
in ene all thines, visible and invisible, 
in heaven and earth. Every union 
formed in the spirit, and to promote 
the design of his Gospel, may be con- 
sidered as a stage of advancement to- 
wards this consummation of his pur- 
poses and an acceleration of that hour, 
when he shall deliver up to the Fa- 
ther the mediatoria! kingdom, tran- 
quilizec. united, and holy, “ that God 
mav be all in all.” 

The comparative fewness of Chris- 
tiaus, calls for all practicable and 


profitable union amongst themselves, 
Divide and conquer is the maxim of 
their great foe: Unite and triumph, be 
then the motto of Christians. 

Public designs in general! are bene- 
fitted by union and concert amongst 
their promoters. Of none can this 
with more justice be afiirmed, than of 
religious and benevolent Institutions ; 
and of these, few with more propriety, 
than the disinterested and pious asso- 
ciations formed for the improvement 
of those children in Sunday Schools, 
most of whom would otherwise be em- 
ployed in profaning the Lord’s day, 
disturbing the community, and ripen- 
ing themselves for ruin. ‘The unionof 
Sunday and Adalt Schools, proposes 
the following as some of its advanta- 
ges: To make known the importance 
of the schools to the community 
through the medium of periodical re- 
ports: Toobtain a geners! knowledge 
of al! the improvements of the several 
schools, in erder to the perfection of 
all: ‘io produce the stimulus of mu- 
tuai counsel and friendly exbortation ; 
or, in the words of an apostle, to con- 


sider one another, thatthey inay “ pro- : 


voke unto love aud good works;” ‘To’ 
print suitable books at the must mod- 
erate expense: and to obtain comhinu- 
nications from similar societies en- 
couraging to perseverance in the work 
of the Lerd. 

Such were the motives which led to 
the institution of the Sunday and Adult 
Schooi Union. 

For one year the Constitution has 
been adopted and the work in progress. 
Du-ing this period, the accessions 
which have been made to the Union ; 
the encouragement which has arisen, 
and the success which has attended 
our efforts, have been highly anima- 
ting to the friends of this enlarged de- 
sign. 

Our association now consists of for- 
ty-three schools. In these schools 
are instructed 5458 white childien and 
157 adults; 200 coloured children 
and 155 adults. ‘These are under the 
care of 556 teachers ; 262 male and 
294 female teachers.—Rel. Rem. 
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48 
For the Religious latelligencer. 


Mr. Wairtine, 
The sublimity of several passages of the 
rophet Isaiah, where the desolation of Moab 
13 described, and the weeping, “ because in the 
night, Ar of Moab is laid waste, and brouzlit to 
silence ; because in the night Kir of Moab is 
laid waste, and brought to silence ; 
her Prince, wandering through Selah of the de- 
sert, to find refuge in the mount of the daugh- 
ter of Zion: the maidens of Moab trembling at 
the fords of Arnon, like birds driven from the 
nest: and the admonition to Israel, to shew 
mercy to the outcasts; to “discover not the 
fugitives” —formed a combination of imagery 
and pathos, that | felt desirous of imitating in 
poetry: and though I have succeeded very im- 
perfectly, I take the liberty of sending the stan- 
zas to you, thinking, that the subject will not 
be foreign to the plan of your Religious Intel- 
ligencer. H. 


Fair set the Sun on Moab’s height, 
Gilding her palace roofs with gold ; 

And lovely rose the queen of night, 
O’er eastern summits, green and bold. 


But ere th’ ascending car had driven, 
With silver wheel, o’er Ether’s plain, 

Loud tumults smote the ear of heaven, 
The shouts of war, and groans of pain. 


And ere the sun again had shone 
Upon the forehead of the day, 

Lifeless, beneath a ruin’d throne, 
In desolation, Moab lay. 


Ifer y outhfual prince, whose robes were dye’d 
With blood from tortur’d thousands slain, 
Bore, as he rov'd o’er desarts wide, 
A mourner’s, with an exile’s pain. 


As trembling birds. who from their nest 
Are fore’d away by savage horde ; 
So Moah’s daughters stood distrest, 
At troubled Arnon’s billowy ford, 


How shall they dare that swelling tide ? 
That feeble, sad, and timorous band ! 
How can those tender hearts abide 
The coldness of a stranger’s land ? 


Judah! to thee the outcasts look! 
Throw wide thy gates to those who roam ; 
Raise for the lambs the she;herd’s crook, 
And guide them to a peaceful home. 


There, when their harps attun’d to pain, 
In wildest melancholy flow, 

Bow down, aud listen to their strain, 
And learn to feel an exile’s woe. 


Oh Vine of Moab! strong and fair! 

Our native shade, how blest wert thou! 
Thy clusters glow’d in deserts bare, 

To Jazar stretch’d thy fruitful bough. 


Wide o’er the sea thy shadow spread, 

Thy roots explor'd the centre deep ; 
And every night thy lofty head 

The purest “dews of Heaven would steep. 


Hiow bright, how beauteous, was thy bloom, 
In Sibmah’s vales of purple light! 

How did’st thou load with rich perfume 

The gale that past o'er Heshbon’s height ! 


Poetry. 


” the son of 


[Sune 


A midnight blast, with wrecking sound, 
Crush’d and defac’d that glorious Vine! 

And blood came pouring at the wound, 
As from the wine-press flows the wine. 


Perish ‘d thou art! but not forgot, 

For still, thronghout our wasting years, 
Shall Moab’ s daughters wail thy lot, 

And dew thy memory with their tears. 





LITERARY. 

A Pamphlet of 52 pages, price 25 cents, ig 
just published and for sale at this office, en- 
titled 

“The doctrine of the Saints’ Perseverance, 
further vindicated : in reply to the Animadver- 
sions of Mr. Rayner and Mr. Thorp, upon a 
sermon of the Author on that subject. To 
which is added, an Appendix, in which the re- 
marks of Mr. Ray ner upon Calvinisn in gene- 
ral, are considered. By Bennet Ty er, pas- 
tor of a Church in Southbury.” 

Those whe have perused the sermon of Mr. 
Tyler alluded to, and the animadversions by 
Mr. Rayner and Mr. Thorp, will be glad to see 
the subject farther illustrated. We would re- 

commend this work to those who believe in 
the doctrine of the saints’ perseverance, for 
they will doubtless be strengthened and en- 
couraged to persevere in proportion to their 
confidence in the promises, of God; and we 
think they would be wretched, could: any thing 
destroy this foundation of all ‘their hopes. If 
any are doubting the faithfulness or ability of 
God, to make good his promises, orto perfect the 
work he has” begun, we would recommend 
them not to Mr.'T. or to Mr. R. and T., but to 
the law and the testimony as it is clearly set 
forth in this vindication. 

We have no design to enter into the merits 
of this controversy, neither would we be 
thought to trifle with a solemn subject, if we 
introduce here an anecdote or trite saying of 
a good old man by way of illustration. Im- 
portant truths are sometimes enforced by 
strong comparisons or parables. The pious old 
man alluded to, who had believed for 40 or 
50 years, that he was one of Christ’s fold, and 
had aken great comfort in relying on his pro- 
mise, “that they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand,” being 
present whe:. two were disputing on the doc- 
trine of the saints’s perseverance, he was ap- 
vealed to, and asked, what he thought would 
rave become of Peter if he had died wat the 
time he denied his Lord? The old man an- 
swered the question by asking, ““ What would 
have become of Elijah, if the Lord had let him 
fall when he had raised him half way to 
heaven ?” and added, “ One was just as proba- 
ble as the other.” 
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